& NEWSLETTER

This Week

Year 3 enjoyed a trip to Magna linked to their topic on Earthquakes and 19t June 2026
Volcanoes. They had a great day and we would like to thank the staff for

organising the trip. Next week is the Year 6 residential and we are looking Whole school attendance to date

forward to seeing how they challenge themselves with climbing, zip lining,
trapeze, piranha pool, canoeing and much more. It’s a fabulous trip.

Whole school attendance is
currently 95.2%

Behind the scenes plans are being finalised for next year. At this stage we This is below our target of 97%
know that Mrs Swales will be leaving school in September to head north to Class attendance for this week
a job that takes her closer to her family. Mrs Swales replacement has been RSR 97.8% RS 95.2%
appointed and we hope to confirm this with you soon as well as classes

and teachers for September. Teachers are also busy with end of year 1P 91.9% 1W 96.7%
assessments, report writing, planning for sports day, leavers activities and 2RT 91.8% 2TR 94.8%

much more. This all comes at a time when they are very tired and we are 3A 94.8% 3S 95.2%/

therefore grateful for your ongoing support. 070 70
. 4C 99.7% 4H 86.7%

Reception need ‘people who help us’

The Reception children are learning all about ‘people who help us’. We SPW 92.4% 58 92.4%

would therefore like to arrange for some parent/carer visitors to school 6L 95.2% 6W 95.7%

who would like to share about what they do for a living that helps other

people. If you are in a profession that supports others and feel able to spare 30 minutes to talk to the reception

children then please contact the office with your contact details and the Reception team will be in touch.

Attendance

With just 4 weeks to go we are focussed on ensuring good attendance for the remainder of the term. Following our
meeting with the Kirklees Legal Intervention Team last week, we have been advised to reiterate what the school
policy states about leave of absence requests:

‘There is no automatic entitlement in law to time off in school time for a leave of absence. Changes in the Department
of Education Regulations in November 2013 mean that headteachers do not have the power to authorise term time
absence requests unless there are exceptional circumstances.

The Headteacher can only grant leave of absence in term time if they are exceptional. Exceptional circumstances are

“rare, significant, unavoidable, short”. By ‘unavoidable' we mean an event that could not reasonably be scheduled at
another time. Exceptional circumstances are one-off events which are unavoidable; examples may include the death

of a close relative, attendance at a funeral of a close family member, a child having respite care.’

The school will not authorise any term time leave of absence unless there are exceptional circumstances. Often, we
get requests that are rare, significant and unavoidable but the time requested is not short and therefore cannot
grant the absence.

Moving forwards the Local Authority have a statutory duty to meet school termly and will be reviewing all leave of
absence requests and will be providing professional challenge to school. We must comply with DFE statutory
guidelines and will naturally be following any advice that the Kirklees Legal Intervention Team provide to us:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-improve-school-attendance

Bushes

The weather this year has caused the bushes that run along the school perimeter to grow really well. Unfortunately,
we are unable to cut these back as it is bird nesting season. As such it is illegal for us to have the bushes cut and
our grounds maintenance contractors would lose their license if they were to undertake this work. Please
take care when using the paths adjacent to school on Windmill Lane. We will have the bushes cut back as
soon as we are allowed to do so.


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-improve-school-attendance

Diary Dates:

22" - 24™ June Year 6 Trip to Robinwood

25" June Year 4 Trip to Murton Park

30™ June Year 1 Trip to Yorkshire Wildlife Park

Change of Date *Please note the new date

6™ July Sports Day

8" July Whole school transition Day

14 July 2.15pm — Year 6 Production

15 July 6pm — Year 6 Production

16 July Year 6 Leavers Disco/ Year 6 Leavers Service

17t July Last day in school — Summer Holidays
Parking

Can we please remind parents/carers to be safe and considerate when parking near school. We have had
complaints of drivers parking on pavements and on double yellow lines. This can dangerous for pedestrians trying
to use the paths.

*Sports Day — change of date 6th July 2026
Sports Day will now take place on Monday 6th July. The timing are listed below:

Key stage 2 - 9.30-11.30
Key stage 1 and reception - 1.30 - 3.00

Year 5. In Science, the children have been exploring how to separate soluble and insoluble materials.
They carried out practical investigations using filter paper and sieves, working with mixtures such as rice
and flour, and sand and water. The children observed carefully and discussed which methods were most
effective, developing their understanding of different separation techniques.

In Maths, the children have really enjoyed learning about position and direction. They have been solving
problems using coordinates, applying their skills to a range of engaging challenges.

In English, the class have been enthusiastically researching David Attenborough in preparation for
writing their own pieces. They have also been developing their reading and writing skills by identifying
and creating “invisible” subheadings, summarising key information from a WAGOLL (What A Good One
Looks Like).




Another brilliant week in Year 4! We have done lots of work on shape and using speech marks. We have also
had some amazing debates in Guided Reading about refugees linking to our book 'The boy at the back of the
class'. Mrs Smithson was especially impressed with 4C's ideas. We have also learnt more about the pillars of
Islam in RE, our Muslim children have been brilliant at explaining and expanding on important views and
beliefs. Don't forget next Thursday (25th June) is our trip to Murton Park - we're very excited. Keep up the
good work year 4, we're so proud of you!

Year 1 have had another fantastic week of learning!

In Maths, the children have been learning about position and direction. They have explored left and right,
forwards and backwards, and have been practising making quarter turns, half turns, three-quarter turns
and full turns. The children enjoyed taking part in practical activities to help bring these concepts to life.

In PE, the children were very excited to have access to the balance bikes and thoroughly enjoyed
developing their balance, coordination and confidence.

In Geography, we have begun learning about Iceland. The children have started to explore what Iceland is
like and are looking forward to finding out more about its landscapes, weather and wildlife over the coming
weeks.

In DT, we have started our new unit on fruit and vegetables, including where they grow and how they
reach our shops. This links closely to our Science learning about food and healthy eating. Later this half
term, the children will be using their knowledge to design and make their own smoothies!

We have also continued to place a strong focus on handwriting, with lots of opportunities throughout the
week for the children to practise correct letter formation, sizing and presentation.

A gentle reminder that if your child has any Read Write Inc. books at home that are no longer being used,
please return them to school as soon as possible. This helps us ensure that we have enough books available
for all children.

Year 3 had a fantastic trip to Magna on Tuesday. The children loved exploring the different pavilions linked
to Fire, Earth, Water and Air. They learned lots throughout the day and impressed staff with their thoughtful
qguestions and enthusiasm. As part of the visit, they took part in a Rocks and Volcanoes workshop where they
created model volcanoes and watched them erupt! It was a brilliant hands-on experience that brought their
learning to life. In Science this week, Year 3 have been dissecting plants and identifying their different parts.
They also went outside to find and observe a variety of plants in their natural environment, helping them to
deepen their understanding of plant structures and functions.




In ARP, we are learning about different explorers. We have found out about Matthew Henson who was an
arctic explorer over 100 years ago and we have also learnt about Felicity Aston who, in 2012, was the first
person to ski across the Antarctic unaided. This week in History, the children thought about what the
differences between the two explorers, especially thinking about their equipment such as what they will
have sleptin. Contmulng on the theme ofthe polar reglons we have explored ice in sensory play and created
an igloo in a IS craft activity.

Year 2. We have had a very busy in Year 2! The highlight of our learning was creating bug hotels as part of

our Science topic on micro-habitats. The children enjoyed designing and building their own habitats using a
variety of natural materials. It was wonderful to see their creativity, teamwork, and growing understanding
of how we can help support minibeasts in our environment.

Reception have continued their learning around animals this week, with the focus being farm animals to
prepare children for the trip. Reception have loved exploring ‘Shaun the sheep’ in drawing club, bringing
their own creativity and imagination into their drawings and writing, such as creating different ways of
catching all the apples. Within maths, children have consolidated their learning around patterns and wow
Reception are amazing at creating their own patterns and spotting mistakes within them! We cannot wait
to share next week pictures of our trip.

A few gentle reminders:

- children to bring a coat into school due to the uncertainty of the weather

- Children to bring their own water bottle

- Jumpers and cardigans to be labelled

- Please can you check that your child has not brought home with them a wrong shoe or an extra shoe in their bag

Well done Reception and we hope you enjoyed your first Windmill trip.




Year 6 have been busy throwing themselves into rehearsals for our end-of-year production and we are incredibly
proud of the enthusiasm and commitment they are showing. The children have been bringing their very best dance
moves, acting skills and singing voices to every practice session. They truly sound incredible and it is not uncommon
for staff and pupils passing through the hall to stop in their tracks and listen!

It has been wonderful to see the children working so well together as a cohort, encouraging and supporting one
another every step of the way. Their teamwork, positivity and growing confidence are helping to make the
production something very special.

The warmer weather has also given us the opportunity to enjoy some protected reading time outdoors this week.
The children have loved taking their books outside and making the most of the sunshine while continuing to develop
their reading skills.

We are looking forward to sharing the results of all their hard work with you very soon!




