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This Week 
In school we are seeing children taking pride in their 
work. We are setting high standards for presentation 
and handwriting and are using daily lesson time to 
practice. Our pupils are showing great learning 
behaviours in the classroom and are settled into new 
classes and with new teachers. Reception class have 
needed a longer transition this year and this has 
worked. We are seeing happy, confident children who 
already know staff really well and we have loved 
getting to know our new pupils. 
 
It was very unexpected when we were contacted by Yorkshire Children’s Charity offering to 
heavily subsidise a trip for our younger pupils in Y1/2. We had to accept this generosity and 
with some quick and careful planning we saw nearly 120 pupils go to Cannon Hall farm. This 
was a lovely way to start their year and we would like to thank Yorkshire Children’s Charity 
for supporting this trip. 
 
Seesaw 
You will have seen in the news that schools are facing significant funding challenges. This 
means that we are going to have to make some changes to some of the systems and 
products we use. Seesaw is incredibly expensive and was important during the first 
lockdown as our online learning platform. However, we quickly moved to using Google 
classroom and the reality is that we now primarily use Seesaw as a way of sending messages 
between class teachers and home and sometimes sharing work and pictures from trips. As 
we are not using the full features of Seesaw the cost of the product does not match the 
benefits we get from it. We are therefore stopping our subscription and as such accounts 
will be suspended. 
 
Therefore, class teachers will now use our messaging system and year group Twitter to send 
alerts to you if needed. In return we ask that you email the office if you have a message for 
the class teacher. This will be forwarded to them during school hours and they will respond 
either via email, telephone or face to face. 
 
Church Service 
Following the sad news of the death of Her Late Majesty, the Parishes of Birstall and Brownhill will 
be holding a service of Commemoration and Reflection on Sunday 18th September at 6 pm at St 
Peter’s Church, Birstall. We are extending an invitation to the parent’s staff and governors of 
Windmill School to join us.  

  

       Newsletter Friday 16th September 2022 

Whole school attendance to date  

Whole school attendance is currently 

98.28%    

This is above our target of 97% 

Class attendance for this week 

RS 98.66%, RW 99.33%, 

1GU 97%, 1RR 100%,  

2AW 100%, 2RS 99.33%  

3AW 95.67%, 3CJ 97.93% 

4CP 99.63%, 4SR 99.64% 

5LP 99%, 5TW 98.33% 

6CG 99.66%, 6EP 99.64% 

SP 100% 
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Harvest 
Our Harvest Festival will take place in church on the afternoon of Monday 3rd October (there 
will be a letter with further details to follow). 
 
Congestion 
I have had productive meetings with the Executive Head at Batley Girls and am hopeful that 
they will take rapid action to resolve the conflict in finish times between our schools. 
Building a buffer between finish times will reduce the current congestion issues around 
school each afternoon. 
 
Parents Evening  
Parents’ Evenings for Reception and Y1 – Y6 Parents 
Tuesday 11th & Wednesday & 12th October 2022 
Class 5TW Wednesday 12th & Thursday 13th October 2022 

 
You are invited into school for an appointment to talk to your child’s class teacher on either 
Tuesday 11th October between 3.30pm – 6.00pm or Wednesday 12th October between 
3.30pm – 7.00pm. This is an opportunity to discuss your how your child has settled into their 
new class. All appointments will be held in your child’s classroom and you will be able to look 
at their books and the work they have completed so far.  
Class 5TW Wednesday 12th 3.30pm – 7.00pm or Thursday 13th October 3.30pm – 6.00pm 
 

There will be an envelope coming out to all parents today containing details of how to book 

you parents evening.  There will also a student update form (please check the details 

thoroughly paying particular attention to phone numbers and email addresses), a pupil 

premium letter, a healthcare plan if your child suffers from asthma, a ParentPay letter for 

anyone who has not yet set it up.  

 

After school clubs Years 1 - 6 

After school clubs will commence on Tuesday 20th September and will run for 11 weeks until 

8th December, you can book your child onto a club via the parents booking system. 

 

 

Diary Dates 
19th Sept  Bank holiday – school closed.  Late Queen Elizabeth II state funeral  

3rd Oct  Harvest Festival Services in church (separate letter to follow) 

4th Oct  KS2 Cross Country (separate letter to follow) 

11th – 13th Oct Parents Evening (see separate letter) 

13th Oct  Individual/Sibling photos 

24-28th Oct  Half term 
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Year 5 We’ve had a great week in Year 5! We began the week with an exciting dance lesson 
from Mrs Hartley where she introduced us to our new dance all about the theme of 
belonging. We started our dance by drawing our initials in the air as if we had a can of spray 
paint. She then taught us some steps. We can't wait to find out what else she has in store 
for us! We also read a new book in English called The Great Kapok Tree. We spent time 
exploring the book and hot seating some of the characters. Whilst someone sat in the seat, 
the rest of the class asked them interesting questions about what happened in the book.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Year 4 We have had another super week in Year 4. The children particularly enjoyed PE 
where the theme is 'Look, Run, Avoid' They displayed good looking and running skills to 
avoid the defenders.  
 
I and G said, 'It was fun trying to catch the opponents.' 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We had another fantastic ukulele lesson this week, remembering the notes to some of our 
favourites songs we've learnt! 
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Yorkshire Children’s Charity – Cannon Hall Farm visit 
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Applying for a secondary school place 
If your child is in year 6 then you must apply for a place at secondary school. Each year applications 
are open between September and October. 
 
You can apply to a secondary school between 1 September and 31 October, applying later than this 
is considered a late application unless in Kirklees judgement there are significant and exceptional 
reasons for it not being received on time. 

When to apply for a secondary school based on your childs date of birth 

Child is born between Starts secondary school Apply between 

1 Sept 2011 - 31 Aug 2012 Sept 2023 1 Sept 2022 - 31 Oct 2022 

1 Sept 2012 - 31 Aug 2013 Sept 2024 1 Sept 2023 - 31 Oct 2023 

1 Sept 2013 - 31 Aug 2014 Sept 2025 1 Sept 2024 - 31 Oct 2024 

 
https://www.kirklees.gov.uk/beta/admissions/apply-secondary-school-place.aspx 
 
 
Applying for a primary school place 
Children can start reception year at primary school from the September after their fourth birthday.  
You can apply online for a primary school or middle school place between 1 September 2022 and 
15 January 2023. 
Applying later than this is considered a late application unless in Kirklees judgement there are 
significant and exceptional reasons for it not being received on time. 
 

When to apply based on your child’s date of birth 

Child is born between Starts primary school Apply between 

1 Sept 2018 - 31 Aug 2019 Sept 2023 Sept 2022 - Jan 2023 

1 Sept 2019 - 31 Aug 2020 Sept 2024 Sept 2023 - Jan 2024 

1 Sept 2020 - 31 Aug 2021 Sept 2025 Sept 2024 - Jan 2025 

 
https://www.kirklees.gov.uk/beta/admissions/apply-primary-school-place.aspx 
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On Friday 30th September we  

will be holding a Macmillan  

coffee morning between 9-10.30am 

(more details to follow).  

We would be very grateful for cake, 

bun or biscuit donations to help us 

make this a success. You can roll up 

your sleeves to make a showstopper, 

get creative in the kitchen or just head 

to the shops. 

These can be dropped off to the office 

from Wednesday 28th September. 

We look forward to being together 

again for this great cause. 
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