NEWSLETTER

This Week

12 June 2026
We were visited by the Local Authority for a statutory attendance
meeting. They were impressed by school procedures and systems Whole school attendance to date
and whilst our overall attendance remains above National, they did Whole school attendance is
drill down looking at how this could be further improved. A currently 95.2%
significant amount of discussion was focussed on persistent This is below our target of 97%
absenteeism and each child with below 90% attendance was Class attendance for this week
discussed in detail. Many of these children are improving their RSR 93% RS 93.1%

attendance and we hope to see some come out of the PA category
by the end of term. Others need further meetings between school
and parents/carers. Discussion was also focussed on holidays in 2RT 96.1% 2TR 98.5%
term time. These are hitting our attendance hard this term and fines 3A 97.9% 3S 100%
hfa\ve b(?en issued by t'he LA as appropriate. There was some 4C 98.7% 4H 91.9%
discussion about pupils with a diagnosed SEND need and whether

holidays could be authorised relating to their need. We have been SPW 99.2% 5S 94.6%
told that this should not happen and will be following this directive 6L 97.8% 6W 97.3%
in all future instances.

1P 96.2% 1W 97%

This week Y6 have been taking part in bikeability. The training took children from the playground onto the
roads around school where they learnt how to ride safely. The instructors spoke positively about our pupils
and we know that Year 6 enjoyed this important learning that will help them stay safe on their bikes.

Year 1 and some Year 2 pupils have been taking their phonics screening check this week. We also have Year
4 undertaking their multiplication check. If you child is in either Y2 or 4 and have been absent this week
there will be time next week for them to take their test and we need children back in school at the earliest
opportunity. We are proud of Y1, 2 and 4 who have worked hard and have tried their best with booth
screening checks.

Online Safety
We were shocked but not surprised about News reports stating that OFCOM have found TikTok and

Youtube to be unsafe for children. The dangers of the online digital world is something that we teach
children about and there are links on the website so that you can find out more about how to keep your
child safe online. We also attach some information from National Online Safety to this newsletter for your
reference.

Educational Teaching Assistant — Job vacancy

We are looking for an experienced, committed member of staff with great enthusiasm and energy to join
our team. To work under supervision, direction and guidance of the teaching staff. Assisting the school in
the overall delivery of the curriculum, delivery of intervention or support programmes as required and
enabling access to learning for all students in and out of the classroom. To support the learning of children
with complex educational needs when needed, you will have experience of working with pupils, delivering
the aims of ‘My Support Plans’ and ‘Education Healthcare plans’. You will have the support of a large and
successful team. Please see the link below to find out more.

Educational Teaching Assistant - Windmill Primary School - Kirklees Council



https://kirklees.tal.net/vx/appcentre-ext/brand-5/spa-1/candidate/so/pm/1/pl/4/opp/18156-Educational-Teaching-Assistant-Windmill-Primary-School/en-GB

Diary Dates:

16" June Year 3 Trip to Magna

22" — 24" June Year 6 Trip to Robinwood

25" June Year 4 Trip to Murton Park

30" June Year 1 Trip to Yorkshire Wildlife Park

7% July Sports Day (Details to follow)

16 July Year 6 Leavers Disco/ Year 6 Leavers Service
17t July Break Up for Summer Holidays

This week in Year 2, we have explored “Fair, Share, Dare” in PE. They learned to play fairly, take turns, and show good
sportsmanship, while sharing equipment and working as a team. Children have also been encouraged to challenge
themselves and try new skills with confidence. Well done Year 2, for your enthusiasm and positive attitude!

I

Thisweek in Year 5, we have begun our exciting new topic on biographies. The children have explored what biographies
are, why people choose to have their life stories written, and the key features that make them interesting and
informative. We are looking forward to developing our own biographical writing over the coming weeks!
In Science, we carried out an engaging experiment to investigate how many sugars can dissolve in a cup of
tea. The children carefully planned their investigation, considered how to make it a fair test, and recorded
their results clearly. We also discussed our findings and thought about possible solutions and reasons for
what we observed. It was fantastic to see such thoughtful scientific enquiry! Additionally, 5PW had a
wonderful opportunity to visit BGHS to watch a performance of Matilda. The children thoroughly enjoyed
the show and were a credit to our school throughout the visit. A great week all around — well done, Year
51

| This week in Year 3, we have been learning about the different religions in our
local community by studying maps and identifying places of worship nearby. In
Guided Reading, we are enjoying reading 'Escape from Pompeii' and explored
what life was like during the eruption of Mount Vesuvius. We also learned about
the ancient Roman game Knucklebones and how it was played in Roman times.




Year 1 have had a very busy and successful week! We are incredibly proud of all the children for the hard work and
determination they showed whilst completing their Phonics Screening Check. Every child approached the challenge
with a fantastic attitude and should be very proud of themselves, just as we are.

In English, the children have been focusing on writing a sequence of sentences as part of our Curious Quests learning.
They have worked hard to check their writing carefully, making sure they include capital letters, full stops, finger spaces
and that their sentences make sense.

In Science, we have started learning about where our food comes from and have enjoyed exploring the journey food
takes before it reaches our plates.

In Geography, the children have continued developing their knowledge of the world by learning about hemispheres,
hot and cold countries, the North and South Poles, and the Equator.

In Maths, we have been concentrating on Place Value within 100. The children have been partitioning numbers into
tens and ones, finding one more and one less, and comparing numbers using the symbols greater than (>), less than
(<) and equal to (=).

Well done, Year 1, for another fantastic week of learning!

We've had a busy week in year 4! We've started looking at our
new book 'The boy at the back of the class' in Guided Reading,
continuing to look at electricity and circuits in science and
started a new English topic looking at an animation called 'The
Dragon Slayer'. Year 4 have also completed their times tables
assessment this week. Miss Carney and Mrs Humphryson are
so proud of how hard you have all worked - all your scores are
fantastic. You should be very proud of yourselves, we are!

Year 6 have had a fantastic week enjoying a variety of outdoor activities and making the most of the sunny weather.
Many of the children took part in Bikeability sessions, where they learnt valuable road safety skills. They practised
signalling clearly, developed their awareness of potential hazards and learnt how to stay safe and confident when
cycling on the roads. We were especially proud of a few children who learnt to ride a bike for the very first time and,
through determination and perseverance, mastered this skill in just a day!

We also enjoyed spending time outdoors as a year group playing rounders. The children showed excellent teamwork,
cheering one another on and encouraging their classmates throughout the games. They worked hard to develop their
throwing, catching and batting skills while having lots of fun in the sunshine.

It has been wonderful to see such enthusiasm, resilience and support for one another this week. Well done,
Year 6!
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