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This Week  
Sometimes we get asked what teachers do on training days. This 
year we are using 2 training days at the end of the year so that we 
break up on Friday 21st July 2023 rather than Tuesday 25th July 
2023. These are not additional holiday days for teachers who have 
to undertake additional twilight training and meetings to cover the 
2 days. This year we are working with the diocesan education 
team looking at the latest research around teaching and learning 
and how we can apply these principles to our everyday practice. 
Our first session was last night and it was really interesting. This 
year we are also working with the Yorkshire and Humber Maths 
Hub looking at how we can make our Maths teaching even better 
and Miss Phillips is leading this work.  
 
In school we have had phonics workshops for parents. Our phonics teaching in school is strong and pupils 
really enjoy these sessions. Reception have already started to learn this and after half term will join Y1 and 2 
with the daily session. We know that the reinforcement that you do at home reading books and practicing 
blending and segmenting helps and we want to thank those that came for attending the session. We also 
thank those staff involved for doing this.  
 
We also held our Harvest festival in Church. We trialed an afternoon service but found the timings quite 
tight. The service was led by our new Collective Worship Council and Head Girls and Boys who did an 
amazing job.  

 
 

Children in Need - Wear something spotty 
On 18th November 2022 we will be supporting Children in Need.  
Children can come to school wearing something spotty for a small 
donation. 
 
You could go all out by donning a SPOTacular three-piece suit, or you could go for a more subtle 
approach by wearing some SPOTacular socks or even face paint spots.   However, you’re 
fundraising, look the part by wearing something spotty.  
 
 
Weather  
As the weather is now turning wetter and colder can you please ensure that children come to 
school wearing appropriate coats and shoes.  
 

 
  

       Newsletter Friday, 7th October 2022 

Whole school attendance to date  

Whole school attendance is currently 

97.30%    

This is above our target of 97% 

Class attendance for this week 

RS 98.24%, RW 99.00%, 

1GU 94.33%, 1RR 97.93%,  

2AW 99.00%, 2RS 96.67%  

3AW 99.33%, 3CJ 98.28% 

4CP 97.04%, 4SR 98.28% 

5LP 97.33%, 5TW 99.35% 

6CG 98.97%, 6EP 96.43% 

Our breakfast club is now at full capacity and we are pleased to say that we no longer have a waiting list. 
Unfortunately, due to the club been at full capacity we are no longer able to offer ad hoc days to families. 
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In Science Year 2 we have been exploring why we use certain materials for specific purposes. On Wednesday 

children carried out an investigation to find the most suitable material for a teabag as we had ran out of tea 

bags in the staff room and the teachers were in state of emergency!  Luckily Y2 became fantastic science 

investigators and discovered that thin cloth was the best material.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 6 have been making fantastic progress in their Maths this week. We have been looking at division and 
have been practising the long division method which can be quite tricky! However, the children have shown 
excellent perseverance during their learning and are becoming more secure with this method. 
 
This week, we have also been using glockenspiels to create music to the tune ‘Happy’ by Pharrell Williams. 
The children were able to count the beats and all played in sync; it sounded fantastic! 
 

 

Year 5  The children really enjoyed attending church this week for our Harvest service. They listened well and 
sang the hymns beautifully. In English, they spent time planning an assessed piece of writing. They were 
encouraged to write a story titled 'The Mighty Oak Tree' 
which took inspiration from our Rainforest text, The Great 
Kapok Tree. They all worked extremely hard to write an 
interesting and exciting story. In PE, Mrs Hartley continued 
showing them new steps for their dance about belonging. 
Again, they worked extremely hard and should be proud of 
all their hard work. 
 

Next week Year 5 will be 
making their own Bolognese sauce as part of our DT unit on healthy eating. 
We will provide all the food and equipment and ask that they bring in 
a plastic tupperware box so that they can bring their recipe home.  
 

 
Year 3 enjoyed making fruit or vegetable kebabs in D&T this week with some children trying new foods for 
the first time.  Other highlights were beginning to learn the Ukulele and some Year 3 children took part in 
their first cross country after school. It was great to see them cheering on their friends and competing 
alongside other schools with enthusiasm. Every child did brilliantly! In Maths we have begun to add and 
subtract ones to/from a 3-digit number and in English we have been planning to write a letter to the 
character Ug from the Stone Age. Such a busy, fun week!  
 

 

Year 1 This week we have been sentence stacking character descriptions from The Gruffalo. The children 

have worked really hard using their FANTASTICS to make some interesting sentences.   In RE we have been 

thinking about places that are special to us and why. The children are making great progress with their dance 

routine, Mrs Hartley our dance teacher has been really impressed.  
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This week, Year 4 have been working on tactics and thinking about how they can work together to be more 
successful as a team in our unit 'Look, Run, Avoid' in PE. As well as working as a team in PE, they have been 
looking at working collaboratively in Computing. They have been looking at working on a shared document 
together and thinking about the importance of being to others who are also working on the document.  
 
4SR are loving the new Dictionary and Thesaurus kindly donated by POW! Thank you, Mrs Rushton and big 
thanks to Mrs Spraggon for carrying them all to school for us. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have had a lovely week in provision.  The children are really benefitting from our Intensive Interaction 

training and this can be seen by their happy faces.  The photo of TW and Mrs Stevens shows that he is 

learning lots of the fundamentals of communication, including sharing 

personal space, understanding and using physical contact and enjoying 

being with another person.  We are also very proud of the children for 

exploring more and developing their independence.  HP has been sorting 

things according to their colour, WL has been solving some jigsaw puzzles, 

OB has been exploring the water wall and PB has been cooking up a storm 

on the barbecue!  
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Cross Country on Tuesday after school was a wet but wonderful event. An amazing 66 children took part 

supported by lots of parents and staff. The children were fabulous - clapping and cheering other runners, 

waiting patiently for their own turn and turning nerves into some amazing performances! Official results are 

still being collated but we are especially proud of our medal winners! Well done to all our runners and 

supporters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Litter  

We are really proud of one of our pupils who regularly litter picks on her way to 

school.  Last week she was spotted with a full bag of rubbish.  Well done Isla for 

looking after our environment!  

 

Can we remind everyone to bin your rubbish or take it home with you.  Let’s help 

look after our surrounding areas.  

 

 

Diary Dates 
11th – 13th Oct Parents Evening  

13th Oct  Individual/Sibling photos 

24-28th Oct  Half term 

31st Oct Deadline to apply for a secondary school place 

14 Nov Parent Team Teach Workshop (Limited places, to book  

18 Nov  Children in Need – Spotacular. Children can come to school wearing something 

spotty for a small donation to raise funds for Children in Need 
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Courses in understanding behaviour for parents or carers of any child 
or young person. 
 
 

 

 

Tools needed to manage disruptive behaviour. 

 
 
 
 
 

Improving relationships with children and young people. 

  
Increasing parent and carers confidence. 
 

  
 

Transformational training for parents in positive behaviour strategies 

Developing and supporting positive behaviours with transformative training 

Windmill CofE Primary School 

Upper Batley Lane 

Batley  

WF17 0BS 

 

To book a place please contact 

office@windmillcofeprimary.co.uk 

14th of November 2022 

9am - 12:30 

(12 places available) 

http://www.windmillcofeprimary.co.uk/
mailto:office@windmillcofeprimary.co.uk


Designated Senior Leads for safeguarding children: Miss Neul, Mrs Beveridge, Mrs Stevens, Miss A Fisher  
Windmill Church of England Primary School, Upper Batley Lane, Batley. WF17 0NP. 01924 470555 

Web: www.windmillcofeprimary.co.uk 
 

 

http://www.windmillcofeprimary.co.uk/


Designated Senior Leads for safeguarding children: Miss Neul, Mrs Beveridge, Mrs Stevens, Miss A Fisher  
Windmill Church of England Primary School, Upper Batley Lane, Batley. WF17 0NP. 01924 470555 

Web: www.windmillcofeprimary.co.uk 
 

 

http://www.windmillcofeprimary.co.uk/

