NEWSLETTER

This Week 27 June 2025

This week we have been finalising the teaching team for next year
and will soon be able to share with you who your child's class teacher

Whole school attendance to date
Whole school attendance is currently

will be.

95.96%
In school we had a visit from Voice 21 who we have been working This is below our target of 97%
with now for 2 years. Voice 21 is the national oracy charity and have Class attendance for this week
helped us in developing teaching and learning so that pupils have lots RH 97.55%, RS 95.85%

of opportunity to talk with growing confidence and effectiveness and o o
to learn through talk. During the day they observed oracy in the 1P 91.33%, 1W 94.14%
classrooms and met with groups of children. They confirmed that 2C 98.67%, 2TP 94.33%
oracy has developed well and that we are well on our way to 3R 95.17%, 3S 97.42%
becoming an Oracy School of Excellence which would be fantastic.

4D 98.00%, 4H 88.63%
This week we had Year 1 out on their school trip. They enjoyed a great 5G 93.33%, 5P 97.59%
day at the Yorkshire Wildlife Park and as well as seeing lots of animals 0 0
they did a lot of walking. They came back exhausted but happy. Thank 6L 95.00%, 6W 96.67%
you to the year 1 team for organising this trip. We also want to thank
the office team who book these trips and the coaches and make sure that the trips out run smoothly.

ParentPay Accounts

As we are now only 3 weeks from the end of term we are asking parents to check and
make sure that their ParentPay accounts are in credit or paid in full to the end of the .
school year. This includes school meals, Breakfast club and After school clubs. If you pay P aren ‘t P ay
via vouchers for wraparound care then please make sure that enough is paid to cover

what is owing for the rest of the term. Any debt/credit left for Year 6 children will be transferred to younger
siblings.

Kirklees school meals prices will increase by 10p to take effect from the start of the - Autumn
Term 1st September 2025. The new rate will be £2.85

Breakfast Club

As of September 15" the cost of Breakfast club will increase by £1 making it £6 per day. The cost of After
School Wraparound will stay the same at £10 for the first child and £7 for siblings. Please contact the
office if you would like more information about our wraparound clubs.

B B ES I For information on activities in the local area please see the BBest
noticeboard: https://www.bbesthub.uk/News/

Batley & Birstoll Excellence in Schools Together



https://www.bbesthub.uk/News/

Diary Dates:

15% July 2025 Y6 Production afternoon (details to follow)

16™ July 2025 Y6 Production Evening (details to follow)

17" July 2025 Y6 Leavers Church Service (details to follow)

17% July 2025 Y6 Leavers Disco (Details to follow)

18t July 2025 Summer Lunch Day. All children are invited to stay for school lunch (See
menu below)

21% July 2025 INSET Day — School closed to pupils

22" July 2025 INSET DAY — School closed to pupils

Staff enjoyed some training time at the pond last night.
#2 They are all really excited to share this with their classes
before we break for the Summer.

As part of our seaside theme in ARP this week, we have been printing pictures of ice creams. The children have
also been enjoying playing in the water area.




This week, Year 5 have published their biographies all about Queen
Elizabeth II. The children chose their favourite paragraphs before
creating illustrations to go with their chosen writing. The children
have been inspired by the 'Little People, Big Dreams' biographies
and have created some fantastic pieces; we cannot wait to read
them. This week, the children had a play around on our
glockenspiels in our music lesson. They really enjoyed playing along
to Africa by Toto. We will practise this more before the end of the
year and hopefully complete a composed piece to share with

you. On Monday, the girls were visited by a teacher from Batley
Girls High School who is in charge of transition from primary school.
She spoke to the girls about what the high school was like and answered any questions. The girls listened well and
asked really interesting questions. The stuffed toys in DT are really coming together and the children are so proud
of what they have designed. They have worked so hard this afternoon with their sewing skills which they have
developed from working with Mrs Smithson earlier this year in their Art lessons.

Year 4 have been amazing (as usual) this week. They are still working really hard in their work - even though we are
so close to the end of the year. In History we have looked at Boudica and why she was an inspiration for Britain
during the Roman era. We used 'talk tokens' and our oracy skills to talk about key questions about her revenge
against the Romans. In Maths we have made a great start in understanding properties of quadrilaterals and
triangles. In Science we have continued with our electricity topic where we are beginning to identify why some
circuits didn't work and why are wires covered in plastic. As always, the children have worked hard in PE to perfect
their Roman Dance. Thank you to Year 4 for a brilliant week and for working so hard, we will see you on Monday!

In Year 3, we have continued to look at our Science topic 'How does our garden grow?'. The children enjoyed going
outside to collect various plants. They enthusiastically dissected the plants into different parts and then sorted
them into groups. They talked about the function of each part and what would happen to the plant if a part was
missing.

The children have really impressed us with their oracy skills this week in Guided Reading. They read and thought
aloud, shared their ideas and asked each other questions. We had some brilliant 'Talk detectives' looking for clear
speakers, appropriate vocabulary and active listening.




'Year 6 had a great time celebrating their end of unit topic on WW?2 by having their very own VE Day party!
This included decorating their own biscuits, delivering informative speeches to parents, creating their own
non-chronological reports about WW2 and performing the Lindy hop. It was fantastic to see so many parents
come and join in the celebration. The children loved showing off what they had learnt. Well done Year 6!’

Year One were a credit to Windmill yesterday. They had their school trip to Yorkshire Wildlife Park and loved every
minute. The behaviour of the children was impeccable. The children saw animals that we had talked about in class
and were amazed by them. Some of the favourites were the giraffes and polar bears.

We have then written about our trip. The children have really impressed us by being able to write in the past tense
and remember some really interesting facts.

We have now all completed the Phonics Screening Check and all worked really hard to do this. The results will be
sent to you in your child’s end of year report.

We are really excited for our little trip to the new school pond next week. We will be pond dipping and exploring
and can’t wait to share it with you.




